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Mission & Vision

The SOIL Outdoor Learning Lab is on a 
mission to cultivate a public outdoor growing 
facility rooted in: 

● community engagement
● educational and economic opportunity
● multigenerational collaboration
● cultural and ecological stewardship
● healthy living practices.  

SOIL aspires to realize this mission by 
designing and developing an innovative 
horticulture and education facility to benefit the 
entire community of Southwest Colorado.  



Project Background- Ohana Kuleana Community Garden
● Established by The Garden Project of SW Colorado in 2012.
● Provided a space for community members to grow food, congregate, collaborate, and learn from 

each other and experts from the community.
● Property placed on the real estate market and the Ohana Kuleana Community Garden was closed 

in 2022.
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Funding Mechanisms

Capital expense funding sources:
Individual donors- $392,000
Business sponsorships (cash and in kind)- $68,000
Grants- 

$20,000 (EATFAIR La Plata)
$72,000 (CO Garden Foundation)

City of Durango- $25,000
CSU Extension/La Plata County 4-H- $50,000
Moniker Foundation - $20,000

Operational expenses:
Project Director- position funded by Durango School District 9R
Garden Manager- position funded by City of Durango
Facility maintenance- funded by Durango School District 9R and garden 
bed rental fees
Portable restroom facility- provided by City of Durango
Utility bills- paid by Durango School District 9R
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Want to get involved?
● Come for a visit or a tour during open 

garden hours, Wednesdays 6-7pm
● Join our volunteer list to help with 

programs and upcoming projects  
● Attend our monthly public workshops 

and other community events!

Instagram Facebook

Sign up for The Lab Report, 
our quarterly newsletter!

Follow us on social media!
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